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SUBJECT

DATE. January 5, 2010

REQUEST

The Department of Planning has received Bernie Steinharter’s Board of Municipal and
Zoning Appeals (BMZA) application to use the premises as 2 dwelling units. We understand
that this appeal is scheduled for hearing on January 5, 2010.

SITE

3918 Labyrinth Road is located on the northeast corner of the intersection with Dorset Place.
This property measures approximately 65’ by 125’ and is currently improved with a two-story
building measuring approximately 45’ by 55°. This site is zoned R-5. The two-story building
is residential, having been built as two semi-detached dwelling units which were combined
when the underlying lots were consolidated in 2006.

ANALYSIS
Conditional Use: In this zoning district, multiple-family detached dwellings are a conditional
use, requiring approval by the Board (§4-803 and 4-503).

Floor Area Ratio Variance: The Board may grant a variance to increase a basic floor area
ratio factor by no more than 75% of the applicable regulation (§15-204.b). In this case, the
proposed floor area ratio is 0.89 which exceeds the permitted ratio of 0.7 by 27%. Asthe
request is within the variable range the Board may apply, the appeal may be disapproved.

Off-Street Parking: In this zoning district, multiple-family dwellings require one off-street
parking space per dwelling unit (§10-405.1.iv). For two dwelling units, two parking spaces
are required.

Comprehensive Planning: The neighborhood is composed primarily of single-family
dwellings, many built as single-family semi-detached homes (as was this structure originally).

RECOMMENDATION
Because this application would simply return the structure to its original use as two single-
family semi-detached dwellings, the Department of Planning has no objection to the appeal.
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