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BMZA / 1 East Pratt Street

REQUEST

The Department of Planning has received Lawrence Miltenberger’s Board of Municipal and
Zoning Appeals (BMZA) application, on behalf of PNC Bank NA, to add two video fixtures
in the vestibule of the building. One fixture would be a single 55” video monitor, and the
other would be a set of four 46” video monitors arrayed to create [the effect of] a single-image
screen. We understand that this appeal is scheduled for hearing on July 10, 2012.

SITE

1 East Pratt Street is located on the southwest corner of the intersection with Light Street.
This property measures approximately 297°4” by 257°1” and contains approximately 1.767
acre, and is currently improved with a ten-story office and commercial building covering
nearly all of the lot. This site is zoned B-5-2 and is located within the Inner Harbor Project I
Urban Renewal Plan area.

ANALYSIS

Use: Any use that is not expressly allowed in a district is prohibited (§3-106). The proposed
“video wall fixtures” may be determined by the Board to be a type of directly-illuminated sign
(§11-101.c.) if their placement in the vestibule of the building is determined to create de facto
one or more signs. In a Business District, such as the B-5-2 Zoning District containing this
property, signs may not have or consist of any flashing, blinking, fluctuating, or otherwise
animated light (§11-405). The video monitors, although capable of being controlled remotely
to display flashing, blinking, fluctuating, or otherwise animated light, are not per se prohibited
if used to provide a fixed display or message in the manner of a traditional sign.

The proposed video monitors can be controlled by a remote computer-activated system that
allows changes in copy, including advertising (text, images, or both). Because of this
capability of the system, the monitors could display several images or messages within a
relatively short period of time. For this reason, Board approval of these “video wall fixtures”
must be conditioned upon certain limitations intended to minimize distraction of passing
motorists and protect any other properties in the vicinity from excessive glare.

Urban Renewal Plan: This property is located in the Inner Harbor Project I Urban Renewal
Area, where the Urban Renewal Plan does not prohibit or further restrict the proposed use in
this district. The Urban Renewal Plan provides, in part:

“Review of Signs:
Plans and elevations for all advertising, direction, or identification signs which will be
visible from any public right-of-way, park, pedestrian access facility or boulevard,
shall be submitted to the Agency for review and approval, either as part of the
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submissions referred to in sub-section 1. above, or separately, during the term of this

Renewal Plan*. Such review and approval will be concerned with, but not limited to,

size, design, illumination, location, materials, color, and method of installation.”
(Inner Harbor Project I Urban Renewal Plan, V. Standards and Controls, J.2.)

*The term of this Urban Renewal Plan is currently due to expire December 29, 2040.

As this would be the first installation in Baltimore City of this relatively new form of visual
display inside a building but placed so as to readily observable from outside the building, this
Department recommends that any approval of this application, if granted, be conditioned upon
agreement by the applicant to modify, place elsewhere, or remove either or all “video wall
fixtures” should this Department or any other City agency determine that continuation of the
placement approved initially by the Board would not be in the public interest, particularly if it
is determined that operation of the “video wall fixtures” creates or tends to create a hazard for
vehicular traffic at the intersection of Pratt and Light Streets.

RECOMMENDATION
The Department of Planning recommends that approval of this appeal, if granted, be subject
to the “video wall fixtures” meeting and continuing to meet these conditions:

e That the “video wall fixtures” remain placed where indicated on the drawings and plans
submitted in support of this application and approved by the Department of Planning; and
further, that the applicant agrees that, in the event that the Department of Planning or any
other agency of the City of Baltimore should determine that the “video wall fixtures” or
any part thereof should be modified, placed elsewhere, or removed, the applicant will
promptly comply with that determination;

e That the entire faces of the “video wall fixtures” adhere to the operational limits or other
conditions that may be imposed by the Board;

e That the performance of the “video wall fixtures” conforms to all of the requirements of
§11-205 and §11-405 of the Zoning Code by having a minimum dwell (uninterrupted
display of message or image) time of ten seconds; that there will be no increase in the area
of the “video wall fixtures” without prior approval of the Planning Department; that there
will be no later increase in the degree of illumination, and that there will be no flashing,
blinking, fluctuating, or otherwise animated light;

e That the “video wall fixture” monitors will not have animations, movie clips, and/or sound
elements that could be heard outside of the vestibule;

e That the monitors in the “video wall” will default to black entirely in the event of a failure
of its remote control system or an interruption of advertising or other copy (text, images,
or both).
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cc:  Lawrence Miltenberger, Appellant
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