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REQUEST

The Department of Planning has received Danielle Howarth’s Board of Municipal and Zoning
Appeals (BMZA) application, on behalf of Charm City Swing LLC, to use the entire premises
as a dance studio and as a tavern — including live entertainment and dancing. The Zoning
Administrator determined on June 10, 2014 that this is a prohibited use in a R-8 Zoning
District. We understand that this appeal is scheduled for hearing on July 15, 2014.

SITE

859-861 Washington Boulevard is located on the southeast corner of the intersection with
Callendar (Callender) Street. This property measures approximately 122’ by 126’ and
contains approximately 0.353 acre, and is currently improved with a former church, three-
story residence building, and parish hall which collectively surround a courtyard at the center
of the property. This site is zoned R-8 and is located within the Washington Village Urban
Renewal Plan area and the Pigtown National Register Historic District.

By Ordinance no. 14-261, this property has been rezoned from the R-8 Zoning District to the
B-2-3 Zoning District. This ordinance was approved on June 26, 2014 (two weeks after this
application was filed) and will become effective 30 days thereafter, i.e., on July 26, 2014.
This legislation will remove the application from the category of a prohibited use in a
Residence Zoning District to the category of a conditional use in a B-2 Zoning District. The
analysis which follows will be based upon classification of the proposed use as a conditional
use of the property.

ANALYSIS

Conditional Use: In the B-2 zoning district, taverns — including live entertainment and
dancing, are a conditional use, requiring approval by the Board (§6-308). The application
indicates that live entertainment and dancing would occur up to six nights weekly, but notes
that live entertainment and dancing would end at 2:00 a.m. on every day of the week. The
application should be revised to reconcile this discrepancy. Sound levels would not exceed 80
decibels measured at 10’ distant from the property. The rated capacity of the entire premises
is 893 persons, but only a portion of the premises would be used for dancing and live
entertainment. The applicant should indicate, preferably with a more detailed floor plan, the
area, and its capacity, that would be used specifically for live entertainment and dancing.

Urban Renewal Plan: This property is located in the Washington Village Urban Renewal
Area, where the Urban Renewal Plan does not prohibit or further restrict the proposed use in
this district following its amendment by Ordinance no. 14-256 approved on June 18, 2014.
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Re: 859-61 Washington Boulevard

RECOMMENDATION
The Department of Planning recommends that approval of this appeal, if granted, be subject
to these conditions in addition to conditions which the Board may establish:

e A copy of the use and occupancy permit for the premises must be kept on the
premises and available for inspection by representatives of Baltimore City at all
times;

e A copy of the written approval by the Board of Municipal and Zoning Appeals of the
live entertainment provided on the premises, including details of any restrictions or
limitations on the live entertainment provided, must be kept on the premises and
available for inspection by representatives of Baltimore City at all times;

e A copy of all other permits and licenses required pursuant to the written approval of
the Board of Municipal and Zoning Appeals must be kept on the premises and
available for inspection by representatives of Baltimore City at all times.

TIS/wya/mf

cc:  Danielle Howarth, Appellant
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