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REQUEST

The Department of Planning has received the Mount Washington Congregation of Jehovah’s
Witnesses, Inc.’s Board of Municipal and Zoning Appeals (BMZA) application to construct a
one-story church building, consolidating properties known as 5308 through 5316-1/2 Ethel-
bert Avenue. We understand that this appeal is scheduled for hearing on August 4, 2009.

SITE

5308 — 5316-1/2 Ethelbert Avenue is located on the southwestern side of the street, approxim-
ately 160” southeast of the intersection with Avondale Avenue. This property if consolidated
measures approximately 200° by 100° and is currently unimproved. This site is zoned R-5.

ANALYSIS

Required Yard: In this zoning district, a minimum front yard setback of 40 is required. In
this case, the proposed church will project to within 10” of the front lot line (§4-807). In this
zoning district, a minimum rear yard setback of 40’ is required. In this case, the proposed
church will project to within 6” of the rear lot line (§4-807). In this zoning district, a
minimum interior side yard setback of 15 is required. In this case, the proposed church will
project to within 10” of the interior side lot line (§4-807).

Yard Variance: The Board may grant a variance to authorize a yard or setback that is less than
that otherwise required by the applicable regulation (§15-203).

Off-Street Parking: The amount of off-street parking required for a religious institution is one
parking space per four seats of rated capacity (§10-405.25.1). In this case, for 160 seats
capacity, 40 off-street parking spaces are required; 36 are provided.

Off-Street Parking Variance: ... the Board may grant a variance to reduce by no more than
75% the number of off-street parking spaces otherwise required by the applicable regulation
(§15-208.b). In this case the reduction proposed is 10%, which is within the variable amount
the Board may authorize.

RECOMMENDATION

The Department of Planning does not object to approval of the appeal, provided that the
appellant complies with a landscaping plan for the premises which meets Planning
Department requirements, to reduce the visual impact of the new building and its parking lot
on the surrounding residential properties.
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