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Mr. David Tanner, Executive Director September 7', 2012
Board of Municipal and Zoning Appeals
417 East Fayette Street, 14" Floor

REQUEST

The Department of Planning has received Kevin Sampson’s Board of Municipal and Zoning
Appeals (BMZA) application to use the premises as a tavern with live entertainment. We
understand that this appeal is scheduled for hearing on September 18, 2012.

SITE

327 North Gay Street is located on the east side of the street, approximately 27’ southwest of
the intersection with High Street. This property measures approximately 21°2” by 94°10” and
contains approximately 0.046 acre, and is currently improved with a two-story building and
rear addition covering nearly all of the lot. This site is zoned M-2-3 and is located within the
Gay Street National Register Historic District.

ANALYSIS

Conditional Use: In this zoning district, taverns — including live entertainment and dancing —
but only if located at least 500 feet from a residence district, are a conditional use, requiring
approval by the Board (§7-307). This property is over 800 feet from the nearest residential
district, where Pleasant View Gardens now is.

Required Findings - Live Entertainment or Dancing: For a restaurant or tavern operating with

live entertainment or dancing as an accessory use, the Board must consider imposing
conditions, as appropriate, concerning:

(1) days and hours of operation;
(2) use of amplification, noise levels, and need for noise proofing;
(3) limits on the size of the establishment or on the size, location, or configuration
of the entertainment or dancing venue within the establishment;
(4) number of live entertainers;
(5) number of seats proposed for outdoor table service;
(6) exterior lighting;
(7) whether to limit the accessory use to live entertainment only or dancing only;
and
(8) the establishment and maintenance of:
(1) atraffic and parking management plan; and
(ii) an indoor and outdoor security plan. (§14-309)

Planning staff met with the applicant to discuss this application in detail. The applicant is
proposing that live entertainment, in the form of musical acts, would occur from 5:00 p.m. to
2:00 a.m. closing time on four nights each week. Due to the somewhat isolated location, in
terms of nearness to dwellings or other uses potentially incompatible with live entertainment,
Planning staff consider this property a reasonable choice for the proposed live entertainment.
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Planning staff recommended that the application be amended to include additional detail
concerning parking management and security, and the applicant indicated that he would
provide this to the Board along with a dimensioned floor plan.

Comprehensive Planning: This property is part of an area that under the TransForm
Baltimore initiative to rewrite the Zoning Code would be designated for downtown
commercial zoning. This zoning would permit live entertainment venues as stand-alone
establishments or as accessory uses to taverns and restaurants in the C-5 zone. This
application is thus consistent with the potential zoning of the property.

RECOMMENDATION
The Department of Planning recommends that approval of the appeal, if granted, be subject to
these conditions in addition to conditions that may the Board may impose:

e A copy of the use and occupancy permit for the premises must be kept on the
premises and available for inspection by representatives of Baltimore City at all
times;

e A copy of the written approval by the Board of Municipal and Zoning Appeals of the
live entertainment provided on the premises, including details of any restrictions or
limitations on the live entertainment provided, must be kept on the premises and
available for inspection by representatives of Baltimore City at all times;

e A copy of all other permits and licenses required pursuant to the written approval of
the Board of Municipal and Zoning Appeals must be kept on the premises and
available for inspection by representatives of Baltimore City at all times.
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Eastern



