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      THOMAS J. STOSUR, DIRECTOR

    DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING

    417 EAST FAYETTE STREET, 8TH FLOOR

    BMZA I 5300 Park Heights Avenue
Mr. David Tanner, Executive Director



                 September 9, 2011
Board of Municipal and Zoning Appeals

417 East Fayette Street, 14th Floor

REQUEST
The Department of Planning has received Robert Hopkins' Board of Municipal and Zoning Appeals (BMZA) application, on behalf of Ace Auto Repair, to continue to use the premises as a repair garage for storage, repair, and servicing of motor vehicles not over 1/2 tons capacity- not including body repair, painting or engine rebuilding, and with no dismantling or storage of derelict or junk vehicles, and to include sale of cars.  We understand that this appeal is scheduled for hearing on September 27, 2011.

SITE
5300 Park Heights Avenue is located on the northwest comer of the intersection with Hayward Avenue.  This triangular property measures approximately 95' along Park Heights Avenue by 173' along Hayward Avenue and is currently improved with a one-story detached commercial building measuring approximately 44' by 28'.  This site is zoned 8-3-2  and is located within the Park Heights Urban Renewal Plan area.
ANALYSIS
Use: In this zoning district, motor vehicle sales are a permitted use, and so are allowed (§6-406).  In this case, the property was last authorized for use as a garage for storage, repair, and servicing of motor vehicles, which is a conditional use in this B-3 Community Commercial District.  This appeal is for approval of adding a permitted use to an existing conditional use.
Urban Renewal Plan:  This property is located in the Park Heights Urban Renewal Area, where the Urban Renewal Plan does not prohibit or further restrict the proposed use in this district.
RECOMMENDATION
The Department of Planning has no objection to this appeal.
TJS/wya/mf
cc: 
Robert Hopkins, Appellant
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