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REQUEST

The Department of Planning has received Michael Lloyd’s Board of Municipal and Zoning
Appeals (BMZA) application, on behalf of Echo House Multi-Purpose Center, Inc., to
continue to use the premises as a multi-purpose neighborhood center, providing substance
abuse treatment and counselling services. We understand that this appeal is scheduled for
hearing on October 16, 2012.

SITE

1705 West Fayette Street is located on the south side of the street, approximately 31°10” west
of the intersection with Mount Street. This property measures approximately 25’ by 110’ and
is currently improved with a three-story semi-detached building measuring approximately 20’
by 82°. This site is zoned R-8 and is located within the Franklin Square Urban Renewal Plan
area and the Franklin Square National Register Historic District. The property has been used
as a multi-purpose neighborhood center (as defined in the current Zoning Code) since 1974,
although it was used in a similar way as early as 1968.

ANALYSIS

Conditional Use: In this zoning district, multi-purpose neighborhood centers are a conditional
use, requiring approval by the Board (§4-1103). The applicant is requesting approval of a
modification of any existing conditional use, by augmenting existing substance abuse
treatment and counselling services with a methadone program that would operate on the
premises from 6:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. every day except Sundays. As a methadone program
must be operated under supervision by a physician, the additional use could be considered as
adding a physician’s professional office, which is also a conditional use under §4-1103 of the
Zoning Code, to the existing conditional use.

Urban Renewal Plan: This property is located in the Franklin Square Urban Renewal Area,
where the Urban Renewal Plan does not prohibit or further restrict the proposed use in this
district.

Comprehensive Planning: Community organizations, local business leaders, and nonprofit
groups have been working with Congressman Cummings and other elected officials to
address what they consider undue concentration of substance abuse treatment facilities in this
area. According to Baltimore Substance Abuse Systems (BSAS) there are ten such facilities
in ZIP Code 21223, at least four of which currently have methadone programs. The total
number of clients in some form of substance abuse treatment at these ten facilities is
approximately 2,400; the number of clients treated with buprenorphine and methadone
(combined) is 925. One of these programs has informed community leaders that at least 250
of their methadone clients do not live in the area.
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The community leaders recognize the need for this type of treatment program, and have seen
Echo House, the applicant, as a good neighbor; however, they have also stated that adding
methadone treatment slots in an area that already has more treatment slots than the number of
clients in need of treatment living in the area could further burden a community struggling to
improve itself.

RECOMMENDATION
The Department of Planning has no technical objection to this appeal, but recommends that
the Board seriously consider the issues raised by neighborhood groups in the area.
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