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Resident Food Equity Advisor
The Resident Food Equity Advisors (RFEA) Initiative is designed to address equity by including residents’ voices to influence and advise the City’s Food Desert Retail and Food Resilience policies and plans. Fourteen advisors will be selected through an application and interview process and will meet with key policymakers and city officials to learn about and provide vision and input to the policy and planning strategies of the Baltimore Food Policy Initiative (BFPI). The purpose of the advisors is to provide a resident perspective and constructive feedback to the strategies and the proposed policies of BFPI. The meeting topics will include the following:

· Food Environment Mapping/Equity Overview
· Attraction & Retention of Supermarkets/Grocery Stores
· Improve Corner, Convenience, and Small Grocery Stores
· Urban Agriculture and Growing Food in the City
· Food Access Transportation Strategy
· Food Resilience Plan










Key Responsibilities and Commitment: 
· Attend monthly RFEA meetings for 6 months. Each meeting will last approximately 2.5 hours
· Maintain communication with BFPI staff (meetings, phone, email, etc.)
· Meet with other RFEA leaders, as necessary 

Meetings: 
· 5:30pm-8:00pm, light dinner will be served. 
· 

· January 25, 2017
· February 22, 2017
· March 29, 2017
· April 26, 2017
· May 24, 2017
· June 28, 2017

· $40 compensation (VISA giftcard) for each meeting attended, up to $240 total
· First meeting will be held at the Department of Planning (417 E Fayette St, 8th Floor). Meetings following will take place at a location most convenient for resident advisors.

Qualifications
· 
· Must be at least 17 years old
· Collaborative, willing to work with others
· Able to digest information and provide feedback

· Has a strong sense of community
· Shows interest in food and policy
· Must be able to attend all meetings


Application Process
· Applications due December 31, 2016
· Applications can be emailed to alice.huang@baltimorecity.gov 
· Or mailed to 	Alice Huang, Department of Planning 
417 E Fayette St, 8th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202
· In person interviews will take place between January 9-13, 2017 (Location TBD)

Contact Information:	
Joyce Smith, Community Liaison Coordinator, Co-Chair	443-676-3932 		nideal@aol.com 
Holly Freishtat, Food Policy Director, Co-Chair 	443-928-3477 		holly.freishtat@baltimorecity.gov
Alice Huang, Food Access Planner	410-396-3899 		alice.huang@baltimorecity.gov 
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Application due December 31, 2016

Email to: 					OR 		Mail to:
alice.huang@baltimorecity.gov				Alice Huang	
								Department of Planning		
								417 E. Fayette St., 8th Floor
								Baltimore, MD 21202
The Resident Food Equity Advisors will reflect the demographics of Baltimore City, with emphasis on representation from the food desert areas. Please complete the following details so that the RFEA can accurately represent the people of Baltimore City. 
	Name:
	Gender:
	Race:
	Age:

	Phone:
	Email:

	Address:

	Neighborhood:
	Council District:


Please provide a brief response to the following questions. You are welcome to attach additional pages but it is not necessary. 
1. Why do you want to be a Resident Food Equity Advisor? Why do you care about food insecurity and access in Baltimore City? Share a personal story or experience. 







Additional questions on next page
The following questions are related to topics to be discussed during RFEA meetings. The Baltimore Food Policy Initiative would like you to share your personal experiences and provide a resident perspective on these subjects and policies. 
2. One way to improve food access is to recruit and retain supermarkets and grocery stores of all sizes. We would like to better understand how people use grocery stores. Share your experiences and perceptions of grocery stores.



3. BFPI would like to better understand how people use corner stores, how residents view them, and how to improve them. Share your experiences and perceptions of corner stores



4. Transportation is an important way to get people to food and food to people. We would like to find out how transportation (ex: public transportation, hacks, Uber, personal vehicle, bicycle, etc) impacts how you get to food. What are your thoughts and experiences around transportation and food access?



5. One strategy to address vacant property and food access is growing local food, whether through an urban farm, a community garden, or even in your own backyard. What is your experience with food grown in the city? What is your interest or experience around urban agriculture? 
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