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417 East Fayette Street, 14" Floor

REQUEST

The Department of Planning has received Madeline Alves’ Board of Municipal and Zoning
Appeals (BMZA) application to use the first floor of the premises as a shop for repair of
bicycles, motor scooters, dirt bikes, and motorcycles. We understand that this appeal was
scheduled for hearing on November 27, 2012, but has been rescheduled for January 22, 2013.

SITE
6407 Belair Road is located on the east side of the street, approximately 96°6” northeast of the

intersection with Belmar Avenue. This property measures approximately 50’ by 137°8” and
is currently improved with a combination two- and one-story detached building measuring
approximately 30’ by 90’, including rear additions. This site is zoned B-1-2.

ANALYSIS

Use: In this zoning district, repair shops or repair garages for motorized vehicles are not
listed as a permitted or conditional use, and so are not allowed (§6-206 to §6-209). In this
case, the property was last authorized for use as a florist shop, which is a permitted use in this
B-1 Neighborhood Business District. A shop or store for bicycles, including sales, rental, and
repair — but not including any mechanical painting on the premises, would be a permitted use
(§6-206). Because the definition of “garages, other than accessory, for storage, repair, and
servicing of motor vehicles not over 1Y tons capacity” as a conditional use in a B-2
Community Business District (§6-308) uses the term “motor vehicles” that term should be
construed in the manner used by the State of Maryland to determine what vehicles require a
license tag for operation on a public street or highway, and therefore would more
appropriately be considered “motor vehicles” requiring a non-accessory repair garage. To the
extent motorcycles and similar vehicles are included in the State definition of the scope of its
licensure requirements, repair on this premises of any motor scooter, dirt bike, or motorcycle
required to be licensed by the State should be disapproved in this application.

RECOMMENDATION

The Department of Planning recommends disapproval of the portion of this appeal relating to
repair of motor scooters, dirt bikes, and motorcycles, because that portion of the application is
more closely related to a garage, other than accessory, for storage, repair, and servicing of
motor vehicles, which would be a new nonconforming use of the property for which the
Zoning Code does not authorize approval. The Department recommends approval of a
bicycle shop that includes repairs of bicycles.
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