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Mr. David Tanner, Executive Director October 8, 2009
Board of Municipal and Zoning Appeals
417 East Fayette Street, 14th Floor

REQUEST
The Department of Planning has received Clearwire’s Board of Municipal and Zoning 
Appeals (BMZA) application to install 3 panels and 4 dish antennas flush-mounted on the 
existing building, with 2 additional equipment cabinets on a steel platform on the roof.  
We understand that this appeal is scheduled for hearing on October 13, 2009.

SITE
115 Market Place is located on the northeast corner of the intersection with Pratt Street.  This 
property measures approximately 215’ along Pratt Street by 300’ along Market Place and is 
currently improved with a 12-story building covering the entire parcel.  This site is zoned B-
5-2 and is located within the Central Business District Urban Renewal Plan area.

ANALYSIS
Use:  In this zoning district, microwave antennas (satellite dishes) are listed as a permitted 
use, and so are allowed (§6-506 to §6-606).  In this case, the proposed placement of three 
panel and four dish antennas on the façade of the building has caused the application to be 
referred to the Board, because the antennas and related equipment are telecommunications 
facilities considered a public utility. (§6-308 to 6-608).

Renewal Plans - Required Findings: The Board may not approve a conditional use unless, 
after public notice and hearing and on consideration of the standards prescribed in this title, it 
finds that: … (2) the use is not in any way precluded by any other law, including an applicable 
urban renewal plan; (§14-204).  For this reason, the Board must consider the requirements of 
the Central Business District Urban Renewal Plan (“the Plan”), which designates the building 
on which the proposed antennas and related equipment would be mounted, the Candler 
Building, as a Notable Property (the Plan, E.2, Designation of Special District Areas and 
Properties, 7).  The Plan establishes “Development Standards for Special Districts and 
Notable Properties”, including the following:  

“All redevelopment, exterior alterations, and signage applied to Notable Properties or to 
structures within the Special Districts may be referred for review by the Commission for 
Historical and Architectural Preservation (CHAP) for compliance with historic landmark 
designation and legislation.”  

Because the Candler Building is a Notable Property, designated because it was the first
headquarters of the United States Social Security Administration from which the first Social 
Security cards were issued, it would be inappropriate to mount the proposed antennas on its 
façade, particularly since the building is also readily visible from the Inner Harbor 
Promenade, a major tourist attraction and pedestrian thoroughfare in downtown Baltimore.  

RECOMMENDATION
The Department of Planning recommends referral of the appeal to CHAP.
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